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Bentley Chapter 9 Study Guide: State, Society, and the Quest for Salvation in India 
_ Eye witness: Megasthenes: A Greek Perspective on Classical India (p. 169-170) 

1. Besides the tall tales, what was the reliable information Megathenes recorded on Classical India? 

2. How did Classical India's government differ from that of Classical China and Persia? 



The Fortunes of Empire in Classical India (p. 170) 

3. Who migrated to India? 



Describe the governments that were established throughout the Classical time period. 

MftC/r^ft «i^6# ^ 



The Mauryan Dynasty and the Temporary Unification of India (p. 170) 

5. How did the Persian Empire and Alexander of Macedon each impact political life in India? 

The Mauryan Dynasty and the Temporary Unification of India: Chandragupta Maurya (p. 170) 

6. Describe the achievements of Chandragupta Maurya. 

The Mauryan Dynasty and the Temporary Unification of India: Chandragupta's Government (170-171) 

7. Describe the government of Chandragupta and how it was similar to China and Persia. 
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The Mauryan Dynasty and the Temporary Unification of India: Ashoka Maurya (p. 171-172) 

8. Describe the Mauryan Empire under Ashoka. Be sure to include expansion, government, capital city, 
economy, trade, and public works. 

Ashoka first as emperor was conquered Kalinga; bring it under 
Mauryan control in 260 B.C.E.; ruled through a tightly organized 
bureaucracy; capital at the fortified city of Pataliputra; central 
administration developed policies for the whole empire, central 
treasury - collection of taxes; imperial degrees on stone pillars; 
integrated india; inns on roads 

The Mauryan Dynasty and the Temporary Unification of India: Decline of the Mauryan Empire (p. 172) 

9. What caused the empire to decline and fall? 

Ashoka died in 232 B.C.E., and decline set in almost immediately 
acute financial and economic difficulties 
185 B.C.E. Mauryan empire disappeared. 

The Emergence of Regional Kingdoms: Bactrian Rule in Northwestern India (p. 172) 

10. What happened to India after the fall of the Mauryan empire and what was the impact of Bactrian rule? 

local rulers formed a series of kingdoms 

Indo-Greek invaded north India 182 B.C.E. seized as far south as Gujarat, 
trade provided revenue for Bactrian & Taxila 

Gandhara intense cultural and commercial exchange ^ 

The Emergence of Regional Kingdoms: The Kushan Empire (p. 172-173) 

1 1 . Describe the impact the Kushans had on facilitating trade. 

crucial role in the silk roads network 
safe merchant travel 

patronized Bactrian artists who employed Greek styles of painting 
Kushan rulers were enthusiastic proponents of Buddhism 

The Emergence of Regional Kingdoms: The Gupta Dynasty (p. 173) 

12. How did Chandra Gupta rise to power? 

foundations by Chandra Gupta alliances with powerful families in the Ganges region; the year 320 C.E.; 
Magadhan capital of Pataliputra once again the center of a large empire. Samudra Gupta and Chandra 
Gupta II conquered regional kingdoms; tributary alliances; Deccan Plateau and the southernmost part of 
the subcontinent remained outside the orbit of Gupta influence. 

13. How did the Gupta Empire politically differ from the Mauryan Empire? 

smaller in size; Ashoka monitored gov more in depth; gupta left making of basic policy in the hands of 
their allies; split easily at first; later brought stability and prosperity;little crime. 

The Emergence of Regional Kingdoms: Science and Mathematics (p. 174) ^ 

14. List the achievements in science and mathematics. 

plastic surgery; earth sphere rotates on its axis; zero; place-value notation system; pi to 3.1416; length of 
the solar year to 365.3586805; arabic numbers come from India. 
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The Emergence of Regional Kingdoms: Gupta Decline (p. 174) 

15. What contributed to the fall of the Gupta dynasty? 

invasions of the White Huns; nomadic people from central Asia who occupied Bactria; Guptas repelled the 
Huns, but the defense cost them dearly in resources and eventually weakened their state; established 
several kingdoms in northern and western India.large regional kingdoms dominated political life in India 
during the millennium between the Gupta and the Mughal dynasties 

Economic Development and Social Distinctions 

Towns and Trade: Towns and Manufacturing (p. 174) 

16. Describe the function of towns and how they helped facilitate trade. 

manufactured products; pots, textiles, iron tools, and other metal utensils— as well as luxury goods such 
as jewelry; pottery manufacturer named Saddalaputta owned about five hundred workshops; owns 
maintained marketplaces and encouraged the development of trade 

Towns and Trade: Long-Distance Trade (p. 174-175) 

17. Describe the development of long-distance trade in Classical India. 

building of roads between Persia and India; Alexander of Macedon more extensive trade networks by 
forging links between India and the Mediterranean basin by way of Bactria, Persia, and Anatolia. Hindu 
Kush & Taxila to Persia / Mediterranean basin, & silk roads to China. Cotton, aromatics, black pepper, 
pearls, and gems = Indian exports; imported horses and bullion from western; silk from China. 

Towns and Trade: Trade in the Indian Ocean Basin (p. 175) 

fm> 18. What helped facilitate trade in the Indian Ocean? 

- rhythms of the monsoon winds gov weather and seasons in Indian basin; spring and summer = winds 
blow from the southwest & fall and winter = from northeast; sail easily/safely before wind to Indian basin. 

19. Where did merchants travel using the Indian Ocean Basin, and what goods were exchanged? 

Indonesia and the southeast Asian; exchanged pearls, cotton, black pepper, and Indian manufactured 
goods for spices and exotic local products 
Indian Pepper popular in med basin. 

Family Life and the Caste System: Gender Relations (p. 175-176) 

20. Describe the role of women in India. 

strong patriarchal families; well- defined roles; in higher castes > multi generations of fan in large 
compound ruled by powerful men; women subordinate to men; Mahabharata & Ramayana showed women 
"weak-willed and emotional creatures". 

Family Life and the Caste System: Social Order (p. 176) 

21. What are the four main castes, and how did trade impact the caste system? 

Classes from Aryans; brahmins (priests) > kshatriyas (warriors and aristocrats) > vaishyas (peasants and 
merchants) > shudras (serfs). Brahmins liked social order; honor, prestige, and wealth; trade and industry 
further developed caste sys. 



Family Life and the Caste System: Castes and Guilds (p. 176) 

22. What is a guild, and how did it fit into the caste system? 

guild - "corporate body that supervised prices and wages"; "Jati"; intermarried 
and cared for each other, 



Religions of Salvation in Classical India 

Early Buddhism: Gautama's Search for Enlightenment (p. 179) 

23. How did Gautama become Buddha? 

He set for 49 days under tree, resisted demons and suffered, and then understood suffering; got 
enlightenment. 

Early Buddhism: Buddhist Doctrine: The Dharma (p. 180) 

24. Describe Dharma, or the basic doctrine shared by all Buddhists. 

Four Noble Truth; all suffer; desire make suffer; kill desire end suffer; 8 path end desire. 8fold general 
morality; do good get nirvana; nirvana == self budha. 

Early Buddhism: Appeal of Buddhism (p. 180) 

25. Who did Buddhism appeal too, and explain the reasons of its popularity? 

message appealed strongly to members of lower castes; used regular indian language; good holy sites; 
well organized and universalizing religion. 



Early Buddhism: Ashoka's Support (p. 180-181) 

26. Explain the ways Ashoka helped promote and spread Buddhism. 

official support of the Mauryan dynasty; rewarded Buddhists with grants of land, and he encouraged them 
to spread their faith throughout India; built monasteries and stupas and made pilgrimages to holy sites; 
missionaries to Bactria and Ceylon (modern Sri Lanka); followings in central Asia, east Asia, and SE Asia. 
Mahayana Buddhism: The Development of Buddhism (p. 181-182) 

27. Explain how Buddhism became more popular. 

reduced obligations; new avenues to salvation; explosive popularity to the faith; Buddha worshipped as 
god; Bodhisattvas waited for nirvana, to help others, spiritual excellence. Rich people get nirvana through 
money. 

Mahayana Buddhism: The Spread of Mahayana Buddhism (p. 182) 

28. Where did Mahayana Buddhism spread? 

central Asia, China, Japan, and Korea; stricter Theravada faith did not disappear; spread to Burma, 
Thailand, and other parts of southeast Asia. 

Mahayana Buddhism: Nalanda (p. 182) 

29. What contributed to the spread of Mahayana Buddhism? 

educational institutions that efficiently promoted the faith; Nalanda allowed learning of Vedas, Hindu 
philosophy, logic, mathematics, astronomy, and medicine, along with Buddhism; several thousand 
students. 
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The Emergence of Popular Hinduism: The Bhagavad Gita (p. 183-184) 

30. Explain how the Bhagavad Gita contributed to the growth of Hinduism. 

educational institutions that efficiently promoted the faith; Nalanda allowed learning of Vedas, Hindu 
philosophy, logic, mathematics, astronomy, and medicine, along with Buddhism; several thousand 
students. 



The Emergence of Popular Hinduism: Hindu Ethics (p. 184) 

31. Describe the Hindu ethics and they correlate with the caste system. 
4 Principles, that worked to promote caste sytsem, as well as religious morals. 
See "Extra Notes" 



The Emergence of Popular Hinduism: Popularity of Hinduism (p. 184) 

32. How did Hinduism become the dominant religion in India? 
Buddhism began to become more focused on rich followers, while Hinduism fit with caste sys, and 
was more relatable to the common people. 



Extra Notes on Hinduism: (CopyPasta from 184) 

"renunciation and detachment from the world could individuals escape the cycle of incarnation; 
dharma (obedience to religious and moral laws), artha (the pursuit of economic well-being and 
honest 

prosperity), kama (the enjoyment of social, physical, and sexual pleasure), and moksha (the 
salvation of the soul)." 

"According to Hindu moral precepts, a proper balance of dharma, artha, and kama would help an 
individual to attain moksh; perform their duties faithfully, concentrating on their actions alone, with 
no thought as to their consequences" (promoted Caste System)." 
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